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Getting free Project Gutenberg e-books to the Kindle 
 
Project Gutenberg is the Internet’s oldest website for free e-books.  They have a sister project, 
called LibriVox for free audio-books.   
 
Start with Gutenberg’s e-book collection at http://www.gutenberg.org/e-books/ 
 
This page will allow you to select a way of searching for e-books.  
 

 
 
There are several different ways to find books. The first is to search for a book. You can search 
for a title, author, or subject. Type the keyword into the search box, then click Search. This will 
bring up a list of results. Clicking on Authors will bring up a list of authors with the keyword in 
their name. Clicking on Titles will bring up a list of titles with the keyword in their name. 
Clicking on Subjects will bring up a list of subjects with the keyword in their name. These lists 
will be in order by the number of times they’ve been downloaded.  After you search for a 
keyword, there will be a list of results with the keyword in the title, author, or description. They 
will be listed in order of the number of times the titles have been downloaded. 
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You may also browse for books by their popularity. Go to the e-book catalog page at 
http://www.gutenberg.org/e-books/.  Clicking on Authors, Titles, or Subjects will bring up the 
list of the most popular authors, titles, or subjects. They are sorted by the number of times they 
have been downloaded. Clicking on Bookshelves, then clicking Science Fiction will give you a 
list of most popular science fiction downloads. Bookshelves are groups of books sorted by 
genre and lists that contain more than one genre. Clicking on Popular will bring up a list of the 
most downloaded e-books in the catalog. 
 
Once you find an e-book you wish to download, click on the title. This screen will appear: 
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Click on Kindle (no images) to download a Kindle version of the e-book. When you get this 
screen, click Save: 
 

 
 
Save the e-book to your Desktop or a folder on your computer. Now attach your Kindle to your 
computer using your USB cable. Open My Computer to open your Kindle. You should see the 
Kindle device listed, as below.  On your computer, it might not be listed as the E drive. 
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 Double click on Kindle and you should see this screen: 
 

 
You need to move the Gutenberg e-book from your Desktop or wherever it was saved to the 
Documents folder of your Kindle.  There are a couple ways to do this; if you’re comfortable with 
Windows, you can simply drag and drop the Gutenberg file into the Documents folder on your 
Kindle.   
 
Another way to do move it is to copy and paste the e-book. Find where you saved the e-book. 
Right click on the e-book file name. Click Copy. Open the Documents folder on the Kindle, like 
so: 

 
 
Right click any of the white space in Documents. Click Paste to add the e-book to the Kindle. 
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Now you’ll see the Gutenberg file (pg35.mobi), as below: 
 

 
 
 
To disconnect your Kindle, right click on it in your My Computer folder. Click on Eject from that 
menu. Remove the USB cord once the computer instructs you to do so. Turn on the Kindle. 
From the Home screen, click Docs. You will now see your e-book!  Click to open as you normally 
would and turn the pages. 
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