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SMOKE ALARMS SAVE LIVES; CHANGE BATTERIES WHEN YOU
TURN YOUR CLOCKS BACK

Clearwater, Fla. — Daylight savings ends on November 6. When you set your
clock back an hour Saturday night, don’t forget to change the batteries in your
smoke alarms. A working smoke alarm can help you and your family escape a
deadly fire.

A working smoke alarm scans the air for smoke non-stop. It never sleeps. Most
smoke alarms fail because of missing, disconnected or dead batteries. Changing the
batteries only takes a few minutes and can saves lives.

Follow these important smoke alarm safety measures:

e Make sure smoke alarms are working. Test smoke alarms monthly.
Replace batteries once a year (if you didn’t do it when daylight savings
began, now is the time) or when you hear a low-battery alarm chirp.

e Have more than one smoke alarm in your home. According the
National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), smoke alarms should be
installed in every level of your home, both inside and outside every sleeping
area.

¢ Interconnect smoke alarms so if a fire is detected by one, every
alarm in your home will sound. Interconnected smoke alarms give
early warning for a fire still some distance away or on the other side of a
door or wall that might block sound. Interconnection can be accomplished
with hard-wiring or broadcast technology.

e Develop and practice a home escape plan. Does everyone in the
family know what to do in the event of a fire? Develop and practice a plan
that includes at least two escape routes from your home.
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NFPA recommends replacing smoke alarms over ten years old. If your smoke
alarm was installed before November 2001, it’s time to replace it. Clearwater
citizens can obtain free smoke alarms by contacting Clearwater Fire & Rescue’s
Fire Prevention Office at 727-562-4327. We'll deliver and install them for free. To

qualify, the resident must live in a single family home or mobile home in which the
resident is the owner.



